City lights Holi fires to keep evil
at bay, can’t keep pollution away
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MUMBAI: The city woke up on
Monday to both colours and
thick black smoke emanating
from the Holika Dahan or bon-
fireslit the previous evening.
Air pollution saw a significant
increase between Friday to Mon-
day as the pollutant measuring
indicator — air quality index
(AQI)— moved from 75, falling
under the‘good’ category, which
alsohappenedtobethe cleanest
air day in 2017 so far, to 315 on
Monday, fallingunderthe ‘very
poor’ category. AQI levelsfell to
313, still under the ‘very poor’
levels by Monday evening. AQI
levels between 0-100, falls under
the ‘good’ category, 101-200 is
‘moderate’, 201-3001s ‘poor” and

AIR QUALITY
IN MUMBAI

® AQlin Mumbai on Monday:
315 (Very Poor)

m AQlin Mumbai on Sunday:
112 (Moderate)

m AQlin Mumbai on Saturday:
78 (Good)

m AQlin Mumbai on Friday:
75 (Good) - Cleanest this yr

301-above is ‘very poor’. When
wood and other organic material
is burnt, more than one gas is
released. Other than carbon
dioxide and carbon monoxide,
chemicalsare produced, includ-
ingoneofthe most potent green-
house gases, nitrogen dioxide.
Eight of 101locations in Mum-

bairecorded ‘very poor’ AQI lev-
els with Mazgaon, Bhandup,
Chembur and Malad recording
the city’s worst air quality. The
twolocationsthatrecorded mar-
ginally cleaner air, but still fell
under ‘poor’ levels were — Navi
Mumbaiand Borivli. The System
of Air Quality Weather Forecast-
ing and Research (SAFAR)
research records AQI levels
across 10locationsin Mumbai.
Mumbai alsorecorded a sharp
drop in night temperatures
between Sundaynight and Mon-
day morning. The weather sta-
tion at Santacruz recorded the
night temperature at 15.2
degrees Celsius, almost 6 degrees
Celsius below normal while Col-
abarecorded 21 degrees Celsius,
1.5degree Celsius below normal.
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SoBo residents..

= The Metro 3 corridor will
provide crucial north-south rail
connectivity and will
supplement the overburdened
suburban rail network.

Thisis a precautionary move as
we do not want to risk any
lives.”

The corporation will bear the
expenses incurred during the
residents’ hotel stay, the official
said.

The Metro3 corridor will pro-
vide crucial north-south rail
connectivity and will supple-
ment the overburdened subur-
banrail network.

It will link key business dis-
trictssuch as MIDC and SEEPZ
in Andheri to the plush business
district of Bandra-Kurla Com-
plex, and Nariman Point.

The corridor will be commis-
sioned in two phases. The first
— between SEEPZ in Andheri
(East) and Bandra-Kurla Com-
plex —isexpected to be commis-
sioned by December 2020. Phase
2 will be commissioned by
December 2021.

City lights...

Officials from SAFAR attrib-
uted therise in pollution toopen
burning cases as an additional
factor to already existing mete-
orological conditions. “Along
withweather factorssuch as low
wind speed and low tempera-
tures, the additional factor of
open burning led to the sudden
rise in air pollution. This is a
temporary condition and pollu-
tionlevelswillfall to the ‘moder-
ate’ category by Wednesday,”
said Gufran Beig, director,
SAFAR.

“750 Holika fires this year
in Mumbai’

Holika Dahan are lit on the
eve of Holi, symbolising ‘truth
prevailing over evil’. Environ-
mentalistssaid there were fewer
Holika fires this year. “We
observed around 750 Holika
Dahan bonfires across the east-
ern and western suburbs, but
hardly any were seen in south
Mumbai this time,” said Godfrey
Pimenta, trustee, Watchdog
Foundation.

Environmentalists suggested
thatbonfiresshouldnotbelitin
every buildingand there should
be community celebrations. “In
thecity itmakes nosenseto have
large fires as it will further
depletethe already poor air qual-
ity. Thesmaller thefires the bet-
ter throughtheidea of onesym-
bolic community bonfire to
reducepollution.”said Stalin D.

the Holika. “We saw one large
community bonfire in Malabar
Hill but the SAFAR data indi-
cates that additional refuse
mighthave been burntthatfur-
ther deteriorated the city’s air
quality,” said Indrani Malkani,
managing trustee, V Citizens
Action Network.

Meanwhile, different depart-
ments from Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
and Mumbai police were unware
aboutthenumber of bonfiresas
permissions are not given by
either authority during the festi-
val. “Wewillconduct acheckin
terms oftreehackingacross the
city, whichwe do after Holi every
vear, We will take strict action
against anybody found cutting
trees,” saidasenior official from
BMC.

15,000 shops...

The 23.55 km EEH connects
the city with the eastern suburbs
starting from ChhatrapatiShiv-
aji Terminus to Chembur and
stretched up to Thane, while the
WEH helps in connecting east-
ern and western suburbs start-
ing from Bandra to Dahisar.

TheIndian Hotel and Restau-
rant Association (AHAR), which
is also one of the petitioners in
the Apex Court, has expressed
apprehensions of big losses to
thehotel industry because most
barswill havetodownshuttersit
they can’t sell liguor. AHAR
president Adarsh Shetty said
more than three lakh people are
likely tolose their job, while the
financial losses to the industry
would be around Rs 30,000 crore
annually.

However Rohatgi said the
Supreme Court’s order does not
apply to bars and restaurants
that serve alcohol along high-
ways. The judgment categori-
cally applied to liquor vends and
nottoother establishments serv-
ingliquor, hehas said. The opin-
ion was sought by the Kerala
government after it was facing
problem in implementing the
court’sorder.

This has put the state govern-
mentinafixoverimplementing
the court orders. “We are ready
toimplement the court’s order.
The government has identified
around 15,500 establishments
thatwill notbe allowed to serve
liquor from April 1 by taking a
drive across the state. This
includesliquor shops, bars and
restaurants,” said Pradeep
Pawar, deputy commissioner
(inspection) of the state excise
department.

He, however, said the Attor-
ney General's freshopinion has
createda kind of confusion. The
state is now hoping to get some
clarity from the Supreme Court
on March 20 when it is likely to
hear petitions from the several
hotel associationson thematter.

Of the 15,500 establishments
identified by the state, more than
12.000 will be bars and restau-



director, NGO Vanashakti.
South Mumbai residents said

that the spike could have also

been due to trash burning with

rants that will be badly hit as
theywillnotbe allowed toserve
liquor. In case of the bars, they
will have toshut their business



